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The Mallet

Issue No. 398 FEditorial E November 2016

Can | firstly, on behalf of Mallet readers everywhere, offer congratulations to our new
RWM Bro. George McGrandles and all his office bearers and wish them well for the
coming year. For the new RWM in patrticular, | can only give this well worn piece of
advice, “don’t blink”.

Secondly, I'd also like to thank our IPM, lan Blair for his labours over the preceding
twelve months.

| hope that at this, the time of Installation, not only the Office Bearers of the Lodge, but
also the ordinary brethren of the Lodge can treat this moment as a time of renewal.
The obligations that we all took do not diminish with time. If you've found yourself
drifting away from the Lodge why not take this opportunity to dust of the old apron and
come amongst us once again.

Similarly, if you see someone coming into the Lodge be it a visitor or someone who
you just haven’t seen for a few, or possibly more, meetings, get on over to them and
offer them a hand of friendship.

| think | can speak for everyone who attended our Installation on Saturday the 26" of
November in saying what a great day it turned out to be. The three installing Masters,

, Bro. James Renfrew PM and Bro. Thomas Mulholland PM are
all to be congratulated for doing such a fine job us throughout the ceremony of
installation.

Downstairs, again all the ‘toast’ speakers should be
thanked for the brevity of their speeches before our
‘keynote’ speaker, Bro. Willie Henderson, Known as Wee
Willie, which was hardly the most inventive nickname as
he stood just 5ft 4ins, The former Rangers and Scotland
player had the entire audience in raptures with his stories
about his football career.

The close of the ‘official’ part of the day saw Lodge Union
and Crown maintain its usual low standard of singers, led
off as tradition dictates, by our brand spanking new RWM Bro. George and his
Smartphone??

Q;lm! @ lwistuces o all mur readers

Hugh Cattigan PM Ed.



MASTER of LODGE

am m B

Brethren,

The Right Worshipful Master Bro. George McGrandles cordially requests your
attendance at the forthcoming meetings of the Lodge: -

Tuesday 6" December 2016
7:30pm
Business meeting
&
EA DEGREE
(By the Lodge Wardens)
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Tuesday 20" December 2016
7:30pm
Business meeting
&
FC DEGREE
(By the Lodge Deacons)
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100 CLUB

The lucky winners of our ‘Installation’ cash prizes for the month of November were:

Tuesday 1%t November £10 Bro. George Buist
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£5 Bro. Les Reilly o
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Tuesday 15" November  £10 Donald Cook PM
£5 Thomas Mulholland PM
Saturday 26" November £100 Bro. Colin Hamilton PM

£50 Bro. Jim Bradshaw



Regular Meetings

At the regular meeting of the Lodge, held on Tuesday 15 November 2016. A meeting
of the lodge took place and following the business The Lodge Instruction Class carried
out a Dramatised M.M. Degree.

A harmony followed with a very good number of brethren and visitors getting together
to enjoy an evening of fellowship.

Lodge Opened - 07:30pm Lodge Closed —09:10pm Attendance — 85

At the regular Meeting of the Lodge, held on Tuesday 15" November and following the
business the RWM, Bro lan Blair presented the Mallet to IPM Bro. Alan Bernard for
him to assume the role of RWMM, form a Mark Lodge and confer the M.M.M.
ceremonial.

Bro. Alan with his experienced degree team took the candidates through their Mark
degree and their work was appreciated by all in attendance.

A harmony took place after the close of the meeting with brethren taking the
opportunity to catch up with friends old and new.

Lodge Opened - 07:30pm Lodge Closed —09:23pm Attendance — 62

At the Installation Meeting held on Saturday 26" November 2016. The annual
Installation of Office Bearers took place with a good attendance enjoying a very good
ceremonial from Installing Masters || |} } jNEEEE. Bro. James Renfrew PM
and Bro. Thomas Mulholland PM.

RWM Bro George McGrandlesr, looked delighted to take the ‘Chair’ for the
forthcoming year and wished all the newly installed office bearers all the very best for
2016/2017. After being invested with his jewel of office as IPM our outgoing RWM,
Bro. lan Blair thanked all the brethren present for their support over the previous year.

The annual Grand Lodge Offering was uplifted and the Mallet was presented to
Substitute PGM Bro. Robert McPhie who thanked the RWM for the presentation and
went on to congratulate the new RWM and indeed all the new office bearers on their
appointments.

After the ceremony a fine installation dinner and harmony followed with all present
being well entertained by Willie Henderson, of Rangers and Scotland as well as the
various "Singers"!

Lodge Opened - 04:00pm Lodge Closed — 06:25pm Attendance — 94

On his way home from a boozy Christmas party a Glaswegian
man sees his neighbour tinkering with the engine of his car. He
asks him: "What's up?" The neighbour replies: "Piston broke"
Man says: "Yeah, me too."




Rockmount R.A.C. No. 367

At the regular meeting of the Chapter held on
Tuesday the 8" November 2016 the Companions
witnessed a fine Mark Affiliate and Excellent
Master’s Degree conferred by the Companions of
Rockmount RAC on:-

Bro. David McArthur

Bro. David is a Past Master of Lodge Union &
Crown No. 307 and we welcome him as
Rockmount RAC’s newest Excellent Master.

The Companions taking part in the degree are to be congratulated on the work done
on this the first meeting since the Installation.

The next Regular Meeting of the Chapter is scheduled for:
Tuesday 13th December 2016 at 7:30pm

When a Royal Arch Degree will be conferred by the Office-bearers and Companions
of Rockmount RAC. MEC Hugh Cattigan, MEZ, extends a cordial invitation to all
Companions to attend.

Rockmount Cryptic Council

At the Regular meeting of the Chapter held on Tuesday 22" November 2016
C. David Watson

Was initiated into the mysteries and secrets of the Cryptic Degrees and was put
through the full initiation rite by the companions of Rockmount Cryptic Council in what
was a fine display.

T.1.M Robert McCulloch wished all the Companions a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year as this is the last meeting before the holiday period. C. Graham Manson
responded on behalf of the assembled companions

An invitation is extended by the T.I.M. Robert McCulloch and his Office Bearers to
attend the next regular meeting of Rockmount Cryptic Council No. 367 on.

Tuesday 24" January 2017

Any Brother interested in expanding their Masonic knowledge and considering
joining a Royal Arch Chapter need only be a MMM and clear in the books of their
Lodge.

We at Rockmount Royal Arch Chapter No. 367 would welcome any enquiries or
expressions of interest by qualified brethren, 2Blaskl.




Buy a Brick

Commerative bricks which adorn the wall in the downstairs hallway are still
available at £20.00 each.

Anyone interested should see Bro. Adam G Watson (Big Adam) to secure their
personalised brick either for themselves or a loved one.

(Makes an ideal Xmas present. Ed)

Christmas Parcels

Some of you may have noticed, but, Christmas isn’t too far away and we will soon be
distributing parcels on behalf of the Lodge. This can be quite a considerable task both
to coordinate and fund and any donations towards this very

worthwhile cause would be much appreciated.

Manpower is always a major factor and the more brethren the better

for our Worthy Almoner (Bro Alex White) who can always find work

for any brother either willing to pick up or deliver these parcels. If ¥
you can help, please contact Bro. Alex.

The parcels are to be picked up at the premises of Lodge Inchinnan No. 1405 on
Sunday the 11'" December 2016 between 11:00am and 12:00 noon and thereafter
brought to the Lodge in Barrhead for distribution.

Bud Gauld Plate

At the Installation harmony on Saturday 26™ November, as the various toasts and
replies drew to a close, the Brethren held their breath as Bro Bud Gauld stood up to
announce who would be the latest winner of the award, named
in his honour.

Bro Bud gave a short background as to the history of this award Rrest
and explained that there are many things which benefit us all |§
within the Lodge but that are often happening and being done |
behind the scenes. The Lodge members were delighted to hear
that Bro. Ronnie Mclsaac our newly installed WJW was to be
the latest recipient of the Bud Gauld Plate for outstanding
service to Lodge Union & Crown.

A very worthy winner of this unique award. An unusually quiet
and reserved Bro. Ronnie thanked the Lodge for the award as
he accepted the ‘Plate’ from Bro. Bud. An acceptance that was
warmly received by all those in attendance.




PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF RENFREWSHIRE EAST
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CAROL SERVICE

Sunday 18" December at
Stowe Brae Kirk, Paisley

6:30pm for 7Zpm

No regalia required, Family service, wives/partners/kids welcome.

Lodge Union & Crown No. 307

CHRISTMAS DANCE 2016

Saturday 17" December 2016
Music by

‘BRONX’

For Tickets and or further information contact
Bro Lawrence Webb on 0141-571 4330

it would be good to see as many brethren and new office bearers supporting the new
RWM Bro. George McGrandles by attending as many of those remaining Installations
as possible and supporting our sister Lodges as well as our own.

RENFREWSHIRE EAST - DECEMBER INSTALLATIONS

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday

18t December
2"d December
3 December
3 December
3 December
6" December
7™ December
10" December
10" December
13" December
17" December
27" December

7:00pm
6:00pm
3:00pm
3:30pm
4.00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
3:00pm
4:00pm
7:15pm
3:55pm
4.00pm

Lodge Renfrew County Kilwinning No. 370
Lodge Thorntree No. 512

Lodge Inchinnan No. 1405

Lodge St. John, Busby No. 458

Lodge Garthland St. Winnoch No. 205
Lodge Burnside No. 1361

Lodge Moorpark No. 1263

Lodge St. Barchan No. 156

Lodge Eaglesham No. 1265

Lodge Prince of Wales No. 426
Lodge St. Andrew No. 524

Lodge Rutherglen Royal Arch No. 116

RENFREWSHIRE EAST - JANUARY 2016 INSTALLATION

Saturday

14" January

1:59pm

Lodge St Conval Giffnock No. 1359



Glaswegian father rings his daughter in London at Christmas to
tell her he's divorcing her mother.

The shocked daughter replies: "What! You can't do that. I'm
coming right up."

Father turns to his wife and says: "Sorted. She's coming home
for Christmas and paying her own way."

d Christmag Story

It was a chilly winter night in December and time for our annual trip to George Square
to see the Christmas lights. This year we had our first, new baby girl, to share the
sights and sounds with and were looking forward to sharing it with her. | had worked
retail for many years, so to me the holidays did not mean much except extra work...
put the decorations up for this holiday, take them down and redecorate for the next. In
addition, anyone who has worked retail can tell you about not only the hustle and
bustle with customers and stocking shelves, but about the extra long hours that come
with the job or late hours. For this reason, | dreaded them and they seemed like any
other day.

This particular year though, somehow things would be changing about my view of
Christmas and little did | know that our traditional visit to the Christmas lights would
turn out to be a reminder of what the season truly means.

After bundling everyone up and packing the diaper bag and stroller in the car, | made
sure the camera was full to take lots of pictures to remember our daughter's first
Christmas. The Kingston Bridge is notorious for traffic in the evenings, but this night it
was fairly light and before we knew it we were in the streets surrounding the square.

It was a wonderful night with my daughter getting her picture taken on Santa's lap,
drinking hot chocolate and strolling through the lights filled with animated scenes. |
was very much there, but as the evening winded down, my mind was beginning to
wander about work the next day. We listened to the music, the children laughing and
watched our own daughter's eyes light up every time she saw the lights on a tree or
watched one of the musical moving scenes.

We came to the Nativity scene, which | always take a few extra minutes to enjoy and
say a little prayer in my head giving thanks for the miracle of the season and we all
just stood there for a while. No sooner did we leave; it was the end of our tour and time
to get back in the car and head home. To avoid the normal traffic of getting on the
motorway, | drove through the streets of the Gorbals and Pollokshaws. There are really
beautiful old homes out there in some of the area, so we might have even got to see
some house lights.

As | turned onto a street, | saw a homeless man walking on the street. | do not know
what happened in those moments, because all | remember was thinking | had an extra
blanket | always carried in the car and it was extremely cold outside. Suddenly | pulled
my Ford Escort over to the side of the street and my partner looked at me as if | was
crazy and was really getting out of the car to take the homeless man a blanket? Yes,



| was and | got out, opened the hatchback and | pulled out my "extra", not being used,
clean blanket and slowly walked toward the homeless man.

As | cautiously approached him, he just kept pushing his shopping cart filled with what
few belongings he had.

"Excuse me... hello", | called out to him. He kept walking and | followed and tried to
call him again. "Excuse me, Mr...", | called out and he finally turned around.

For some reason | was no longer nervous and | remember looking into to his eyes
when he said, "you talking to me?" He was unkempt and his skin looked leathered, as
if he had been in the sun all of his life. As | took a few steps closer, | saw his basket
filled with a piece of cardboard, some clothes with holes and few dirty blankets.
Nonetheless, | just had a gut feeling he was suppose to get this blanket tonight and |
was the one who was going to give it to him.

| put the blanket across both my arms and reached it out to him. "Here this is for you,"
| said. "But | already have some blankets”, he said. "This is a clean blanket, it is for
you, and | want you to have it." "For me?" he asked. "For you, for Christmas", it blurted
out of my mouth and | warmly smiled. "You're giving this to me for Christmas", he
asked? "Yes, this is for you", | replied and reached it out even further.
When he took the blanket from my hands, | felt the touch of his hands on mine and he
looked up and said kindly, "thank you". Again | looked at him with a smile and | said
Merry Christmas. He replied, "Merry Christmas and God bless vyou."
As | got ready to turn away, | answered back "God bless you too."

Then, | began walking back to my car and | climbed in. Just before we were ready to
go | had looked back at him through my rear view mirror. In the reflection, | saw the
homeless man, standing there alone, in the cold, on the street and he was holding the
blanket | had just given him across his arms, just as | had presented it to him, up to
the sky. He was praying, and | looked out the window, back at him, seeing a sky filled
with stars, and watched him give thanks to the Lord. | got a tear in my eye and
suddenly, the true spirit of Christmas filled my heart and soul. "This is what Christmas
is truly about" | said silently to myself as | gently cried.

That very evening, that very moment, | had yearned for all my life, when | would feel
the true spirit of Christmas had just touched me and overflowed into my soul. In giving
that night, | received the greatest gift and those memories still live on in my heart today.
The homeless man had nothing but what he carried in his cart, but he had God and
was truly richer than anyone on the outside looking in could see. That night, the
homeless man touched my heart and my life in a special way. Every Christmas season,
| think of him and that beautiful experience that was a turning point in my life. | still get
atearin my eye every time | remember that night and what | learned from the homeless
| gave that blanket to that night.
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ALMONER

I il §

With a glad heart and good grace | gladly intimate that, as | submit this report, NO
bereavements, with regards to Brethren and the Ladies of the Lodge have been
notified to myself since my last report.

During the past month | have visited Bro. Jim Hughes at the Royal Alexandra Hospital
(RAH) in Paisley.

My ‘Home’ visits took me to see:
Bro. Wilson Davidson PM Bro. William Reid and Marion
Mrs Jean Ryan Mrs Ray Hughes (Re Bro. Jim)

My Telephone ‘visits’ allowed me to speak with:
Bro. Kenneth Hill Bro. Jim Flockhart
Bro. Eric Gray Bro. Jim Heron
Bro. John W Smith

Mr Ewan McLean in respect of and regarding his mother, Margaret, a resident in
Norwood Care Home, Barrhead.

We have had a number of notable birthdays amongst the Ladies of the Lodge and |
have sent birthday cards to:

Mrs Netta Miller, aged 94, currently resident in Westlea Care Home, Barrhead.
Mrs Mary Gray, aged 91, also a resident of Westlea Care Home, Barrhead.
Mrs Margaret McLean, aged 89, currently resident in Norwood Care Home, Barrhead.

Mrs Joan Oliver, Widow of Bro Bill Oliver has returned home and is recovering after
spending two weeks in hospital.

May | congratulate Bro. lan Blair, our Immediate Past Master, having served Lodge
Union & Crown No. 307 during his remit as RWM, in a superb and truly commited
manner. It was an honour for me to serve as Lodge Almoner in Bro. lan’s
administration.

With the Christmas and New Year “Rest Period” fast approaching may | wish all of you
a joyful time with family and friends. Ever remembering why we celebrate, as each
year comes to an end and always looking forward with hope as we journey into another
year

Bro. Alex White, Lodge Almoner, & 0141-571 6411




WORLD AT WAR
1914—- 1918

(November 1916)

HMHS Britannic was the third of the White Star Line's Olympic class of vessels. She
was the sister ship of RMS Olympic and RMS Titanic, and was intended to enter
service as a transatlantic passenger liner.

Britannic was launched just before the start of the First World War and was laid up at
her builders, Harland and Wolff, in Belfast for many months before being put to use as
a hospital ship in 1915. She was shaken by an explosion, caused by an underwater
mine, in the Kea Channel off the Greek island of Kea on the morning of 21 November
1916, and sank 55 minutes later, killing 30 people.

There were 1,065 people on board; the 1,035 survivors were rescued from the water
and lifeboats. Britannic was the largest ship lost in the First World War. The vessel is
also currently the largest passenger ship on the sea floor (Following the loss of Titanic
and the subsequent inquiries, several design changes were made to the remaining
Olympic-class liners. With Britannic, these changes were made before launching.
(Olympic was refitted on her return to Harland and Wolff.) The main changes included
the increase of the ships beam by two feet to ninety four feet to allow for a double hull
along the engine and boiler rooms and raising six out of the 15 watertight bulkheads

up to B Deck).

The 28th November saw the first bombing of central London by a fixed-wing aircraft
when a German biplane droped six bombs near Victoria station.!

Given the ‘end’ date of the 18" November 1916, the Battle of the Somme had
commenced on the 1t July 1916 and is notable for the importance of air power and
the first use of the tank.

At the end of the battle, British and French forces had penetrated 10 km (6 mi) into
German-occupied territory, taking more ground than in any of their offensives since
the Battle of the Marne in 1914. The Anglo-French armies failed to capture Péronne
and halted 5 km (3 mi) from Bapaume, where the German armies would maintain their
positions over the winter. Debate continues over the necessity, significance and effect
of the battle. David Frum opined that a century later, "'the Somme' remains the most
harrowing place-name" in the history of the British Commonwealth.

The end of the battle saw the combined deaths for both sides of the conflict coming to
nearly 311,486 and while the figures for casualties vary (due to the different criteria
used by all the forces involved) even the lowest figures available would put the
casualties at nearly 1,200,00

T



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1916_in_the_United_Kingdom#cite_note-12

FLASHBACK
Some Smippets from the Mallet of 6 Years Ago

Issue No. 338 November 1910
RWM s Colin McLardy & Stephen Allan

At the Regular Meeting of the Lodge, held on Tuesday 2nd November, the following
Bro. GEORGE McGRANDLES received a fine Mark Ceremonial, conferred by Bro Colin
Hamilton IPM, and his hand picked team of degree workers, in what is always a good mix of
the serious and the light-hearted. Bro Colin can be rightly proud of the degree under his control,
where all involved are to be congratulated.

Opened: 7-30pm Lodge Closed: 9-35pm  Attendance: 70

At the Regular meeting held on Saturday 20" November, the Temple celebrated the centenary
of the laying of its foundation stone and a report of this day is given elsewhere in this issue of
the Mallet.

Opened: 11:30am Lodge Closed: 3-23pm  Attendance: 175

At the Installation Meeting held on Saturday 27" November, Bro Stephen Allan was installed
into the chair of King Solomon, in what was an impressive ceremony conducted by the
Installing Masters for the occasion - Bro Douglas Junner PM, No0.307 and Bro James Renfrew
PM, No0.307 (and RWM of Lodge Randolph No0.1434).

All in attendance cannot fail to have been impressed by the high standard of work presented by
these experienced Brethren.

Opened: 3-00pm Lodge Closed: 5-25pm  Attendance: 116

Well, what a day we had on Saturday the 20™... A day that will live within a lot of
people’s memories for a long long, time. And, not just for those within the Craft.

Yes, we came to celebrate the centenary of our Temple here in Cochrane Street,
Barrhead and It could have been a quiet, dignified affair... As | say, it could have been
that... But, every so often Lodge Union & Crown No.307 dusts itself down, puffs out
its collective chest and says to the people of Barrhead and beyond “We're here, we'’re
proud to be Mason’s and we’re here to stay”. Just as they did 100 years ago members
of the Pipe band filled Cochrane Street and beyond with their music and Masons from
Grand Lodge, Provincial Grand Lodge, Union and Crown as well as many sister
Lodges marched through the streets in full Regalia to the Bourock Church to give
thanks

On our return to the Temple at Cochrane Street we found ourselves in the most un-
masonic tradition of having run ahead of schedule and such was the organisation
that the brethren were soon seated either in the Temple or in the downstairs lounge
where a close-circuit feed was also showing the ceremony.

The ceremony of rededication was then carried out by the Grand Master Mason and
his Office Bearers in what was a very fine and dignified ceremony.

Our thanks also go to our own Provincial Grand Master, Bro. David Reid for allowing
the use of the Provinces ceremonial vessels.



Humour

4 Well known traps...

Why would a Rats should be ashamed

fly land on for falling in this trap
something -

v,
P like this”

.

BEARS!! This is
ridiculous!

What do you call a bunch of chess players bragging about their
games in a hotel lobby?

Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer

The Mallet is researched, edited & printed by:
Bro. Hugh Cattigan P.M.
73 Falside Road, Paisley, PA2 6JU
@: 0141-5806928 KH: h.cattigan@ntlworld.com

Sub-editor:
Bro. Graham Manson P.M.
31 Cruachan Way, Barrhead, G78 2LG
@: 0141-5800871 E: graham.manson@ntlworld.com

Lodge Website: www.unionandcrown307.com
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2 1st
2 5th

% - Denotes an Official visit

Syllabus 2016-2017

December 2016

07:30pm EA Degree By the Lodge Wardens
07:30pm FC Degree By the Lodge Deacons
January 2017
07:30pm  EADegree At Lodge Thistle & Crown, 1167
07:30pm MM Degree Installing Masters
07:30pm t.b.c. At Lodge Houston St Johnstone 242
February 2017
07:30pm  Business meeting followed by 193" Anniversary Dinner
07:30pm MM Degree At Lodge Nitshill, N0.1478
07:30pm EA Degree By Lodge Nitshill, No.1478
March 2017
07:30pm  Business meeting and PGLRE Visitation
07:30pm FC Degree By: t.b.c.
07:30pm  FC Degree At Lodge Saltcoats Ardrossan St John 320
April 2017
07:30pm MM Degree By the Grand Lodge of Scotland
07:30pm  Dramatisation ‘Burns v Kipling’
May 2017
07:30pm EA Degree By Lodge Nitshill, No.1478
th.c. Dramatisation t.b.c. (Overnight probably required)
07:30pm Dramatisation Prisoners of War
September 2017
07:30pm FC Degree By Lodge Prince of Wales, N0.426
07:30pm MM Degree By the Lodge Instruction Class
October 2017
07:30pm Open night /Dramatisation “The Table of Scottish Freemasons”
07:30pm - Annual General Meeting
07:30pm FC Degree At Lodge St Conval 1359
07:30pm EA Degree At Lodge Pollokshaws RA 153
November 2017
07:30pm MM Degree Dramatisation
07:30pm MMM Degree By Bro. lan Blair IPM
04:00pm Installation 2017-2018



OFFICE BEARERS 2016 - 2017

RWM

WSwW

WJIW

IPM

Depute Master
Substitute Master
Secretary
Treasurer
Almoner

Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Inner Guard
Senior Chaplain
Junior Chaplain
Director of Ceremonies
Architect

Jeweler

Bible bearer
Director of Music
Organist
Marshall
Standard bearer
President of Stewards
Steward

Tyler

George McGrandles
Nicol Hynd
Ronald Mclsaac
lan Blair IPM
I
Christopher Baillie
James Miller PM
James Kerr PM
Alexander White
Robert Clark
Grant Mayberry
Robert Scott
Lawrence Webb
Thomas Mulholland PM
Alan Bernard PM
Roy Farquhar
Thomas Wilson
James Cherry

lan Nicol

John Miller

Adam Watson
William Petrie
Evans Reid PM
Wilson Davis

Jimmy Laing







