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Hi, welcome back and to parphrase the TV weathermen, was that not the quickest
three months since records began...? Talking of weathermen, this years “stay at
homes” can certainly have no complaints about the Scottish weather during this
years holidays and for those visiting friends down in England it was more like
travelling to the Mediterranean.

Anyway with the Temple doors about to be flung open Lodge Union & Crown will be
welcoming, our good friends, the brethren of Lodge Prince of Wales No. 426 to our
first meeting after the recess on Tuesday 3™ September.

Every Lodge is of course different but | always feel a slight change in the tempo of
our Lodge after the summer break. Perhaps the office bearers who are hoping to
progress in office start thinking of their next office, perhaps other brethren are being
encouraged, or considering, to take an office for the first time. Even the Master may
feel that he is on the slippery slope to becoming a Past Master and try that little bit
more, if possible, whilst his successor is in overdrive trying to meet and greet his
future opposite numbers in Lodges throughout the Province and beyond. He, of
course, will be looking to secure his syllabus and arrange as many meetings as
possible for the subsequent year.

The future master elect may be wondering what the most important meeting of his
year is going to be? Installation, A.G.M., Provincial Visitation or perhaps there is a
special anniversary to consider...

The Installation meeting is certainly a contender for most important, lots of dinner
suits, visiting Masters, Provincial deputations, full sit-down meal, speeches and
entertainment and with all the new office bearers standing just that little bit taller...
but is it that interesting for the ordinary member?

The A.G.M., another strong contender... Without this, you can forget the installation.
This is where office bearers will receive their nominations for the subsequent year
while the running of the Lodge over the past 12 months is open for debate and
discussion and when hopefully any criticisms will be done constructively and when
supportive acknowledgement of what went well is offered freely.

Perhaps you find the ‘degree’ meetings the most important and who would argue
against that? You don’t have to go into office, you don’t have to speak at the AG.M.,
the one thing we all have in common are our degree meetings.

Then again, maybe none of the above are correct... Perhaps the most important
meeting in the Lodge calendar is simply the NEXT meeting.

Hope that you are all raring to go... Supporting the RWM Bro. Paul Stewart and his
Substitute Master, Bro. David McArthur, within and without the Province.

Hugh Cattigan PM



MASTER of LODGE

Brethren,

The Right Worshipful Master Bro. Paul Stewart cordially requests your attendance at
the forthcoming meetings of the Lodge: -

Tuesday 3" September 2013
7:30pm
Business meeting
Business meeting followed by an:

EA Degree conferred by:
The Brethren of Lodge Prince of Wales No. 426
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Tuesday 17" September 2013
7:30pm
Business meeting
Business meeting followed by a:

FC Degree conferred by the brethren of:
Lodge St John’s Royal Arch Saltcoats and Ardrossan No. 320

1 2222222222222 2222222222 2222224

Friday 20" September 2013
7:30pm

Official visit to
Lodge Prince of Wales No. 426
17-19 Queen Street, Renfrew, PA4 8TR

When the Guid Brethren o’the Ludge will enact a:
Dramatization of the FC Degree ‘circa 1824’
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Tuesday 24" September 2013
7:30pm

Official visit to
Lodge Albert Edward No. 592
Langside Halls, 5 Langside Avenue, Crossmyloof, Glasgow, G41 2QR

When the brethren of Lodge Union & Crown No. 307 will confer a:
MM Degree
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Rockmount R.A.C. No. 367

The next Meeting of the Chapter is scheduled for

Tuesday 10" September 2013 at 7:30pm
and this will be the Chapters Annual General
Meeting.

MEC George Paul MEZ and his Office-bearers
extend a cordial invitation to all Companions to
attend on that evening.

At the close of the meeting, the Office-bearers and
Companions of Rockmount Royal Arch Chapter along with their visitors enjoyed a
fine harmony.

Rockmount Cryptic Council

The next Meeting of the Council is scheduled for Tuesday 24™ September

2013 at the slightly earlier time of 7:00pm and this will be the Councils Annual
General Meeting and Installation of Office Bearers.

FAMOUS FREEMASONS
DR. JAMES NAISMITH

November 6, 1861- November 28, 1939

Born in Ontario and educated at McGill University, Dr.
James Naismith invented the game of basketball in a YMCA
gymnasium in  Springfield, Mass., and developed
basketball’s original 13 rules.

Author of numerous articles and books, he was a physical
educator and Presbyterian minister with degrees in
philosophy, religion, physical education and medicine.

Posthumously elected to the American Academy of
Physical Education in 1941, the Basketball Hall of Fame is
also named after him.

Initiated: 1894
Roswell Lee Lodge, Springfield, Ma
Affiliated
Worshipful Master : 1927-1928
Lawrence Lodge No. 6, Kansas



Wieliczka Salt Mine

We ‘speculative’ masons often align ourselves with the skilled stonemasons and
artisans of the past admiring their skills in many buildings around the world. We use
their tools to learn moral lessons which then can serve us well in our day to day life
but perhaps we should not only look at ‘Stone’ for our inspiration...

Deep underground in Poland lies something remarkable, but little known outside
Eastern Europe . For centuries, miners have extracted salt there, but they left behind
things that are quite startling and unique. Take a look at the most unusual salt mine
in the world.

From the outside, Wieliczka Salt Mine doesn’t look extraordinary. It does look
extremely well kept for a place that hasn’'t mined any salt for over ten years but apart
from that it looks ordinary. However, over two Hundred meters below ground it holds
an astonishing secret. This is a salt mine that became an art gallery, cathedral and
underground lake.

Situated in the Krakow area, Wieliczka is a small town of close to twenty thousand
inhabitants. It was founded in the twelfth century by a local Duke to mine the rich
deposits of salt that lie beneath. Until 1996 it did just that, but the generations of
miners did more than just extract salt. They left behind them a breathtaking record of
their time underground in the shape of statues of mythic, historical and religious
Figures. They even created their own chapels in which to pray. Perhaps their most
astonishing legacy is the huge underground cathedral they left behind for posterity.

It may feel like you are in the middle of a Jules Verne adventure as you descend in to
the depths of the earth. After a one hundred and fifty meter climb down wooden
stairs, the visitor to the salt mine will see some amazing sites. About the most
astounding in terms of its sheer size and Audacity is the Chapel of Saint Kinga. This
was more than just a long term hobby to relieve The boredom of being underground.

Amazingly, even the chandeliers in
| the cathedral are made of Salt. It was
| not simply hewn from the ground and
| then thrown together, the process is
: rather more  painstaking.  After
.+ extraction, the rock salt was first of all
‘ dissolved. It was then Reconstituted
with the impurities taken out so that it
achieved a glass-like Finish.

The visitors think that the rest of the
8 salt in the mine looks Like salt they

would sprinkle on their meals.
However, the rock salt Occurs naturally in different shades of grey (something like
you would expect Granite to look like).

Well over one million visitors (mainly from Poland And its eastern European
neighbors) visit the mine to see, Among other things, how salt was mined in the
past.



For safety reasons, less than one percent of the mine is open to Visitors,
but even that is still almost four kilometers in length — more Than enough to weary
the average tourist after an hour or two. The mine was closed for two reasons — the
low price of salt on the world Market made it too expensive to extract here. Also, the
mine was slowly flooding, another reason why visitors are restricted to only certain
areas.

The religious carvings are, in reality, what draw many to this Mine -
as much for their amazing diversity as for their Christian Aesthetics.
One such is Jesus appearing to the apostles after the Crucifixion.He shows the
doubter, Saint Thomas , the wounds on his Wrists.

Another remarkable carving, is a take on The Last Supper. The work and patience
that must have gone into the creation of these Sculptures is extraordinary. One
wonders what the miners would Have thought of their work going on general display.
They must have come to be quite used to it, in fact, even during the mine’s Busiest
period in the nineteenth century The Cream of Europe’sThinkers visited the site —
you can still see many of their names in the visitor's books on display.

It comes as little surprise to learn that the mine was placed on the
Original list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites back in 1978.

Not all of the work is relief-based.
There are many life-sized statues.

Within the confines of the mine there
Is also much To be learned about
the miners from the machinery and
tools that they used — Many of which
are on display and are centuries old.

A catastrophic flood in 1992 dealt
the last blow to commercial salt |
mining in the area and now the mine §
functions purely as a tourist
attraction.

Not all of the statues have a religious
or symbolic imagery attached to them. The miners had a sense of humour! Here can
be seen their own take on the legend of Snow White and the Seven Dwarves. The
intricately carved dwarves must have seemed to some of the miners a kind of ironic
depiction of their own work. The miners even threw in a dragon for good measure!

Certainly, they may have whistled while they worked, but the conditions in the salt
mine were far from comfortable and the hours were long the fact that it was
subterranean could hardly have added to the excitement of going to work each
morning.

To cap it all there is even an underground lake, softly lit by electricity and candles.
This is perhaps where the old legends of lakes to the underworld and Catholic
imagery of the saints work together best to leave a lasting impression of the mine.
How different a few minutes reflection here must have been when compared to the
noise and sweat of everyday working life in the mine.



ALMONER
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Brethren, with the summer recess period almost at a close, | take this opportunity to
submit a report, in no chronological order, with regard to my duties, as your almoner,
during said recess...

It is with deep regret that | intimate the sudden passing of Bro. Elias Sudding, (aged
65) Past Master of Lodge Union & Crown No. 307 and Companion of Rockmount
Royal Arch Chapter No. 367. Bro. Elias (Know, as Ellis) passed away suddenly on
Monday 19" August at the Golden Jubilee Hospital in Clydebank. The funeral
Service took place on Monday the 26™ August at St Andrews Church Barrhead and
thereafter at Neilston Cemetery. The after service took place in the Masonic Hall,
Cochrane Street, Barrhead.

| have visited the family home in Barrhead and expressed deepest sympathy on
behalf of the Lodge to Bro. Elias’s beloved wife, Jean, and other members of the
family who were present. | was indeed most sincerely thanked by all.

Bro. Elias Sudding PM was a, loyal, and very active member of his much loved
Mother Lodge for many years. He was respected as a good and decent brother
within the fraternity of freemasonry and beyond. A man who will be sadly missed by
all who knew him.

It is with with further regret that | intimate the passing of Bro. Alex Smith Kerr, (aged
90) of Lodge Union & Crown No. 307. Bro. Alex passed away suddenly on
Wednesday 21%' August at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, Paisley. The funeral
Service took place on Thursday the 29" August at Woodside Crematorium, paisley.
(At time of going to print Bro. Alex White, our almoner has expressed his intention to
attend this service on behalf of the Lodge Ed.).

On Friday 2" August 2013, | attended the funeral service of Mr Stuart Andrew
Simpson (aged 36) which took place at Daldowie Crematorium, Glasgow. | was
accompanied by Bro. Wilson Davidson PM.

Stuart A. Simpson was indeed a much loved son of Bro. Bill Simpson and his wife
Tricia. Stuart passed away peacefully at a hospice in the North of Glasgow on the
28™ July 2013 with family present.

Condolences on behalf of the Lodge were extended by me to Stuart’s wife, Michelle,
and, of course to Stuart’s parents, Bro. Bill and Tricia, who | had also visited at their
home prior to the funeral service, all of whom sincerely thanked me.

Since my last report | have made the following home visits:-

Bro. Robert Nixon P.M. Bro. Willie Love P.M.

Bro. Donald Cook P.M. Bro. John Brooks

Bro. William Dempsey Bro. Davie Provan (at Millview care home)
Bro. John Ross Bro. Jim Liggat

Bro. Robert Ross Bro. John Osborne

Bro. Willie Dempsey Bro. Eric Gray (on discharge from hospital)



Bro. Donald Ferguson Bro. Harry Paton (on discharge from hospital)

Bro. Bobby Kennedy Bro. John Raeburn (on discharge from hospital)
Bro. lan Horn Bro. Stef Lawniczak

Bro. John W. Smith Bro. Jim Laird

Mrs Liz Kavanagh Mrs Mary Gray

Mrs Margaret McLellan Mrs Isobel Paton (on discharge from hospital)

A number of the aforementioned visits by me were also carried out by me on more
than one occasion.

Bro. Jim Liggat celebrated his 93" birthday on July 28"™ 2013. A few days before that
‘notable day’, Bro. Jim, accompanied by six good friends, all members of 307, myself
included, journeyed by car to the Brig ‘O’ Doon Hotel in Ayr where we all had a
wonderful dinner and a birthday cake included, with candles lit! Bro. Jim rose to the
occasion with a fine measure of humour and wit. A grand time was had by us all and
Masonic fellowship abounded, well done Bro. Jim Liggat, a freemason, now, and
always.

Brethren, please contact me if my services as your almoner is required.
Bro. Alex White, Lodge Almoner, ‘& 0141-571 6411

Bro. Alex, on behalf of the RWM Bro. Paul Stewart, his office bearers and
the Brethren of the Lodge | thank you for your continued work throughout
the summer. You are one of a select band who, because of their Masonic
commitment (and commitments), do not have the luxury of a summer
‘recess’. Ed.

EDUCATION SHOWCASE EVENT

A conference to showcase the on-going Masonic education programme being
undertaken by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Renfrewshire East was held on
Saturday, 22" June, in the Redhurst Hotel, Giffnock.

Among the guests of honour who attended the event were the Most Worshipful
Grand Master Mason Bro. Charles lain Robert Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont and
Grand Secretary, Bro. David M. Begg, Chair of the G.L. Information and
Communication Committee, Bro. Thomas F. Jessop, and Curator of the G.L.
Museum and Library, Bro. Robert Cooper.

For a fuller report of the above (inc. photographs) by Bro. Ken Stein, PG Steward
and PM of Lodge Newton Mearn’s No. 1706, go to the P.G.L.R.E. website.

Fact? An escalator can never break... It can only become stairs.

Fact? The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a
replacement.

Fact? You don’t need to swim faster than the shark, just faster than the guy
next to you.


http://pglrenews.blogspot.com/2013/06/education-showcase-event.html

The Dougie Campbell Memorial Trophy

This once popular bowling competition was due to have taken place at Arthurlie
Bowling Club on Sunday 14th July 2013. Sadly it was again
cancelled at the last minute and it would be pointless to try and
apportion any blame.

In the past, this event, between the Lodge and Arthurlie Bowling
Club was always one to look forward to. Sadly, it would appear that
while the more senior members have, in some cases, passed the point where, the
spirit may have been willing, the flesh is now weak. Over time, interest seems to
have wained amongst the younger members of both the bowling club and the Lodge.
| do not speak for the Lodge, only myself, but perhaps it is time for our management,
in conjunction with Arthurlie B.C., to now consider another format for this trophy or to
allow it to pass into history and the trophy cabinet of the holders in perpetuity.
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Lodge 2andolph

Congratulations to Bro Simon Smith, Past Master of Lodge
Glennifer No. 1219, and now the Province of Renfrewshire
East’s first ‘'new’ RWM of the 2013-2014 term.

Bro. Simon was placed in the Chair of his adopted Lodge, Lodge
Randolph No. 1434, on Friday 12" July 2013 , his installing
Masters were Bro, William H. Gauld PM and Bro. Johnny W
Gauld PM and both are to be congratulated on a fine job.

& & & & &5
Bro Paul Revere

Bro Paul Revere, famed for his exploits during the American War of Independence, delivered the
following charge to his Brethren in 1795 :

“ Let your chief care be the advancement of the society of which you have the honor fo be
members. Let there be a modest and friendly emulation among you in doing good fo
each other. Let complacency and benevolence tlourish among you. Let your actions be
square by the rules of Freemasonry. Let your friendship be cherished, and all the
advantages of that title by which we distinguish each other, that we may be Brothers not
only in name but in full import, extent and latifude of so



My Freemasonry

My Craft is my life and my inspiration

For it teaches me brotherhood, without demarcation.
There is love, there is hope, there is always life

Without this world's hate, or division, or strife.

No man can I hate, no religion I scorn,

For my first degree teaches to be pure as when born.
Each man is my neighbour, be he white brown or black,
And each stranger "s a friend when I welcome him back.
Though different we are by our teaching or toil,

The second reminds me there’s no difference at all.

It's by standing up plumb and acting aye square

That my God, on the level, I'll meet when up there.

My Lodge also helps me to perfect what I'm given

That my keystone may be found in the canopy of heaven.
[ am equal, I'm accepted, I'm trusty and I'm free

What a glorious revelation this craft is to me.

When my full road I've travelled and my journey is done
The third degree teaches of the victory I've won.

If I've loved and I've laboured and cared for a friend

My Freemasonry will continue in that world without end.

Thoughts of a Mason’s Wife

How many wives of Masons have ever given much thought To the Wonderful
Biblical lessons that Masonry has taught? Have you asked yourself this
guestion, when you sit alone at night, While hubby is away at Lodge, is my
reasoning straight and right?

| know the nights are lonely and lon, but this question comes to me “If my
husband wasn’t a Mason, what kind of man would he be?” | know nothing of
their secret work, but this much | understand, that the lessons taught in
Masonry have made a better man.

So ask yourself this question, which has always come to me, “If my husband
wasn’'t a Mason, what kind of man would he be?” They call us “Masonic
Widows”, I've been one for many a year I've spoken my piece on lonely
nights, and berated my hubby dear. But then again | regret my words, and
with wisdom try to see, “If my husband wasn’t a Mason, what kind of man
would he be?”

So | try to be a patient wife, as alone | meditate And see his point, as he leaves
for the Lodge, with these words, “l won't be late”. Some say that men make
Masonry, and this | understand but deep in my heart | still maintain “that
Masonry makes the man”. And as we journey the highway together, to the
inner things of life, May their teachings go on forever, Sincerely, a Mason’s
Wife.



Magic Masons

Masonic Bro. Harry Keller (1849-1922) was the founder of what has been described
as the Royal Dynasty of American Magicians. Keller began the tradition of passing
the mantle of "Greatest American Magician" to a successor, his Masonic Brother,
Howard Thuston.

The lineage of the Keller dynasty has over the years passed from Bro. Thurston to
Masonic Bro. Dante (Harry Jansen, 1883-1955), to Lee Grable (1919 - present,
especially famous for floating and revolving his wife in mid-air as she plays the piano
- a variation of Levitation made famous by Bro. Keller), and to the current successor,
Lance Burton.

However, much of what we know of Keller is learned
from his friend Bro. Harry Houdini who was a frequent
guest at Keller's Los Angeles estate and interviewed the
great magician to document the history of their craft.

Long after Kellar had retired and just a few years before
his death, Houdini cajoled his friend on stage for a
mammoth show to benefit the families of the men who
died when the troop transport Antilles was sunk by a
German U-boat. Houdini arranged for Kellar to be carried
off in triumph after his final public performance, as six
thousand spectators sang Bro. Robert Burns poem "Auld
Lang Syne."

An amusing anecdote related to Bro. Keller's Masonic
membership was when he was shipwrecked in the Bay oo
of Biscay and his Blue Lodge diploma went to the bottom of the sea. It was Iater
recovered by divers who brought up baggage from the sunken steamer. Bro. Keller
later remarked it had been viewed by Grand Master Neptune and returned.

Lodge Captain Speirs No. 791

We hear that Capt. Spiers No. 791 will now be holding their meetings at the premises
of Lodge St. Barchan No.156 in Kilbarchan.

The first (historic) meeting takes place on Tuesday 10th September, 2013 and all
brethren are welcome.

We wish both Lodges success for the future.

One of the most awkward things that can happen in a pub is when your

/
00PS: drink-to-toilet cycle gets synchronised with a complete stranger.

Fact? The necessity of the quietness of your footsteps lies in direct proportion
to the number of objects you'll bump into.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kellar_self_decapitation_poster.jpg

FLASHBACK
Some Smippets from the Mallet of 23 Years Ago

.
-

Issue No. 285 Summer 2005

RWM Thomas Mulholland

It would have given us a great deal of satisfaction and pleasure to be able to say, for
once, that we all enjoyed a long hot summer with seemingly endless bright sunny
days with hardly a cloud in sight, but unfortunately we’d be slightly economical with
the truth. The weather was rather mixed, with most seasons rolled in to one at
times.

The summer marked the retiral of Bro Eric Gray as Hallkeeper after almost nine
years. We would like to thank Bro Eric and his wife Annie for all their hard work and
efforts. (/t's worth noting the original statement said the retrial of Bro. Eric! However the
sentence remained 9 years Ed.)

At the regular meeting of Lodge Randolph, No.1434 held on Friday 8" July 2005,
Bro Jim Miller, Past Master of Lodge Union & Crown, was installed into the chair of
Lodge Randolph No. 1434, his adopted lodge. The Installing Masters on that
occasion were Bro Jim Kerr PM 307, Bro Wilson Davidson PM 307 and Bro John
Miller PM 1167, PM 1434. A fine attendance of 90 thereafter retired to the function
suite, and partook of the excellent meal on offer. Thereafter, Mr John McKelvie, a
well-known after dinner speaker, and former Police Superintendent entertained the
assembled Brethren.

Sadly, we lost two of our Past Masters over the Recess — Bro lan Wallace PM and
Bro George Hannah PM. Both were well known within the town, and will be
mourned by many. The Lodge was well represented at each funeral, and
commiserations were extended on behalf of the Lodge to both families.

The annual Summer Fayre was held on Saturday 28™ May and whilst the weather
wasn’t very good, with overcast skies and the odd shower, a reasonable number of
Brethren, their families and friends took the trouble to attend. The usual stalls and
attractions kept everyone occupied, and a good laugh was had by all.Brother
Graham Manson is to be congratulated for all his efforts and it was a tremendous
achievement that they managed to raise almost £700 for Lodge funds.

Our annual Joint Divine Service with Lodge Thistle & Crown, with the Reverend
Sandy MacDonald presiding, was held on Sunday 29" May within Neilston Parish
Church. Unfortunately, due to a whole host of reasons, principally a lack of notice,
the service was poorly attended, although Bro Tom Mulholland R.W.M. would like to
personally thank all those who managed to support him at this important service.

On the sporting front Union & Crown enjoyed mixed fortunes in the various
competitions and we hope to be able to publish full details of our efforts very soon.
The thanks of the Lodge must go to the Conveners of the various Sports involved
who had a thankless task in trying to get everyone involved to play their ties
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Tuesday
Tuesday
*Friday
*Tuesday

Tuesday
Tuesday
*Tuesday

*Friday

Tuesday
Tuesday
Saturday

17th
Zoth
24"

lSt
15th
29th

1St

19th
23rd

7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

7:45pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Syllabus 2013

+ - Denotes an Official visit

September 2013
EA Degree By Lodge Prince of Wales No. 426
FC Degree By Lodge St John RA No0.320
Dramatised FC At Lodge Prince of Wales N0.426
MM Degree At Lodge Albert Edward No0.592
October 2013
MM Degree Lodge Instruction Class

Annual General Meeting
Dramatised FC At Lodge Kelvin Partick No.1207

November 2013

FC Degree At Lodge St Conval N0.1359
Dramatised MM Degree

MMM Degree Bro. Kenneth. Coleman IPM
Annual Installation of Office Bearers



OFFICE BEARERS 2012 - 2013

RWM

WSW

WJIW

IPM

Depute Master
Substitute Master
Secretary
Treasurer
Almoner

Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Inner Guard
Senior Chaplain
Junior Chaplain
Director of Ceremonies
Architect

Jeweler

Bible bearer
Director of Music
Organist
Marshall
Standard bearer
President of Stewards
Steward

Tyler

Paul Stewart

Alan Bernard

lan Blair

Kenneth Coleman
David Noble PM
David McArthur
Thomas Mulholland PM
James Kerr PM
Alexander White
George McGrandles
Christopher Balillie
Kenneth Beatts
Adam Graham Watson
Ronald Mclsaac
Stephen Allan PM
lain Nicol

James Laing
Steven Ross
Lawrence Webb
Sam Wilson

Adam Watson
James Cherry
Evans Reid PM
Kenneth Glasper

Tom Wilson







